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INCREDIBLE
MIRACLES
I R R E S P O N S I B L E L I ES?
Russell Radke, which is included in
this issue. In his case, attending
physicians described what happened
as a “miraculous healing.” We Christians should not be amazed that
miracles happen, for Jesus Christ is
alive and acting in today s world. On
the other hand, so is Satan, another
miracle worker.
Just what is a miracle? Among
commonly given answers: (1) Something we cannot understand. (2) A
supernatural phenomenon. (3)
Something contrary to natural law.
(4) An effect wrought in nature
directly by God. If the first answer is
correct, then television is a miracle to
most of us, and even a flashlight a

ater turned to wine. . . . the
sick healed. . . . the dead
raised to life. . . food multiplied . .. walking on water...
a whole town preserved
without crime during the 10-day
period of a revival series.. ..
Miracles of Bible days?
Not at all. Miracles that took
place in Timor, Indonesia; Longview, Washington; and Danville,
Virginia, while I was editor of Liberty. I was so fascinated by the
accounts that I personally investigated two, and interviewed a committed Christian who investigated a
third.
There is a fourth, the story of Dr.
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“It is not to be supposed that a law is set in motion for

the seed to work itself that the leaf appears because it must do so
of itself .. .I t is through the immediate agency of God that every
tiny seed breaks through the earth, and springs into life.,y

miracle to the savage. A supernatural
phenomenon may be supernatural
only in the sense that we do not
understand the operation of the natural laws involved. If a miracle is
something contrary to natural law,
then we have God, who established
natural law, working against himself.
Even many who accept the fact of
miracles stumble at this definition.
As C. S. Lewis has said: “It is petty
and capricious tyrants who break
their own laws; good and wise kings
obey them. Only an incompetent
workman will produce work which
needs to be interfered with. And people who think in this way are not satisfied by the assurance. . . that miracles do not, in fact, break the laws of
nature. That may be undeniable. But
it will still be felt (and justly) that
miracles interrupt the orderly march
of events, the steady development of
Nature according to her own inherent
genius or character.”1
What of the last definition—An
effect wrought in nature directly by
God? The definition seems reasonable—if God does not, in fact, work
directly in nature in its everyday

operations. But this is the problem
with this definition: He does.
“It is not to be supposed that a
law is set in motion for the seed to
work itself, that the leaf appears
because it must do so of itself.. . . It
is through the immediate agency of
God that every tiny seed breaks
through the earth, and springs into
life.”2 “An unseen hand guides the
planets in their circuit of the heavens,” according to the book Education? So, unless one is willing to
define the passage of the Earth
through space and the growth of
seeds as miracles, the last definition
also is inadequate, for God daily
works effects directly in nature; he
does not wind Nature up and leave it
to perform on its own. Natural law is
simply Gods way of accomplishing
his will in the physical world. Natural law is regular in its functioning
not because it is inherently regular,
but because it reflects the design of a
God of regularity.
The extraordinary thing about
miracles, as Gilbert K. Chesterton
said, is that they happen. But the
very term miracle suggests that they
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when team members challenged
God to settle a confrontation with
Baal priests.
• Clouds followed team members
like umbrellas, to shield them from
the hot sun; a light “like the landing
light of an airplane” would guide
them through the jungle at night;
“team members are protected from
the rain: We see the rain ten feet in
front of us, ten feet behind us, ten
feet to the right, and ten feet to the
left. But not one single drop comes
on our bodies.”
• Twenty team members were fed
by four tapioca roots at a home in
Nikiniki, when God miraculously
multiplied the food until all were
filled.
• Every member of a team walked
across a 20- to 30-foot-deep river, in
response to a prayer of faith, without
the water going above their knees.
Natives “almost drowned” when
they sought to follow.
• Many people were given the gift
of visions. “We just go to them and
ask them to watch God’s ‘television.’
He shows them future events just as
though they are on a screen.”
Most dramatic is Tari’s account of
the resurrection of a man dead two
days, whose body already had begun
to decompose. Before more than a
thousand people, says Tari, the team,
in obedience to God’s command,
stood around the body and sang—
though the stench was hardly bearable. On the sixth song, the man

are not everyday occurrences. Wrote
C. S. Lewis: “God does not shake
miracles into Nature at random as if
from a pepper-caster. They come on
great occasions: they are found at
the great ganglions of history—not
of political or social history, but of
that spiritual history which cannot
be fully known by men.”4
So what went on in the incidents
mentioned above? Let’s look at the
three reports before drawing conclusions.
Timor, Indonesia
Miracles were everyday occurrences during an Indonesian revival,
according to Mel Tari, one-time
member of a youth evangelistic team
on the island of Timor.5 A featured
speaker on the Full Gospel Business
Man’s Fellowship (FGBMF) circuit,
Mel describes what happened when
the Holy Spirit descended with
charismatic power. His stories, compiled into a book, Like a Mighty
Windy by Cliff Dudley, have a
charming simplicity:
• “Every time we have communion in our church [on Timor] we
just take water, pray over it, and the
Lord turns it into wine. More than
sixty times he has performed this
miracle.”
• “Idols collected from Baal worshipers were burned by a ‘sharp
crashing bolt of fire’—like lightning—which hit only the pile of
images and burned them to ashes”
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began to move his toes. Then as the
team of youth evangelists sang the
“seventh and eighth songs, that
brother woke up, looked around,
and smiled .”
Opening his mouth, he said,
“‘Jesus has brought me back to life!
Brothers and sisters, I want to tell
you something. First, life never ends
when you die. I’ve been dead for two
days and I’ve experienced it.’ The
second thing he said was, ‘Hell and
heaven are real. I’ve experienced it.
The third thing I want to tell you is,
if you don’t find Jesus in this life, you
will never go to heaven. You will be
condemned to hell for sure.’”

injured man had a broken arm, a
skull fracture, and three broken
ribs.”
“I prayed for a dead man,” says
Foreman, “and literally saw. . . a life
loved back.”6
Danville, Virginia
If the Longview miracle, even
though home-grown, still seems a
bit “much,” relax with one of a different nature that seems eminently
susceptible to proof or disproof.
During Oral Roberts’ 10-day healing
crusade in Danville, Virginia, in May
1956, reported the evangelist’s magazine, Abundant Life, “crime and violent death took a holiday.” According
to author George E. Fisher, “The city
. . . went the entire ten-day period of
the campaign without a crime being
committed. . . . A ten-day period of
grace, without accident, without
crime, at a time when thousands of
visitors were jamming every hotel,
tourist court, and private rooming
house available for miles in and
around Danville. . . . A city without
crime! A city without accident! . . .
Ten glorious days with crime and
highway tragedies operating somewhere else! . . . The Danville Police
Chief generously credits the Oral
Roberts’ campaign with this crimefree, accident-free ten days. We
thank the Chief for the credit, and
we thank God for the record__ This
is a sample of what would happen in
the nation if the whole nation were

Longview, Washington
Longview is a picturesque
planned city of about 35,000 on the
Columbia River 45 miles northwest
of Portland, Oregon. A millwright—
as told by the Voice, which speaks for
the Full Gospel Business Man’s Fellowship International—was trapped
in the cable roll of a mill machine.
He was, said the Voice, “without
breath for not less than ten minutes,
and more probably at least fifteen.”
In response to the fervent prayer of
the president of the Longview chapter of the FGBMFI— “Lord, put life
back into this body”—the man not
only was fully restored to life, and
without brain damage, but was up
and walking around three days later!
“We had been told,” says the
author, John Foreman, “that the
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Adventist scholars believe in the principle known as the

“economy of miracles,” as the Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopedia
observes. That is, “at least under ordinary circumstances,
God does not employ supernatural means to accomplish that which
man himself my achieve by natural means at his command ”

to turn to God.7”
Before examining the incidents
cited, I should like to remind you that
Adventist scholars believe in the principle known as the “economy of miracles,” as the Seventh-day Adventist
Encyclopedia observes. That is, “at
least under ordinary circumstances,
God does not employ supernatural
means to accomplish that which man
himself my achieve by natural means
at his command.”8

can be called that, “was sparked by
fear, rather than by the Holy Spirit.”9
Inhabitants of Timor were particularly susceptible to deception. They
were, in the main, Animists (worshipers of spirits), with a nominal
Islamic overlay. Their “churches”
were not only deficient spiritually,
but also incorporated idolatrous
practices into their worship. The
youth evangelists with whom Mel
Tari witnessed were themselves spiritual infants. Most were illiterate,
naive, simplistic, oriented to spirit
worship, and inclined to see supernatural elements in common occurrences. What one team reported of
the miraculous, another team felt it
necessary to exceed. Then, the same
voices that had directed the young
men and women to go here and
there, directed them to sleep together. Pride grew, and some sought
to collect money for the “miracles”
they could perform.
A committed Christian, Pearl K.
Englund, anthropologist at Mankato
(Minnesota) State College, visited

Timor Revisited
Having been returned by the
caprice of composition to Timor, let
us take a second look at events on
that island and throughout Indonesia during the 1964-1967 revival.
Was there a revival at all? And, if so,
was it characterized by miracles?
There was, indeed, a revival, with
many Muslims as well as Animists
turned to Christianity. But Adventist
leaders reported many of the baptized— including converts to Adventism— soon returned to their former
professions. The “awakening,” if it
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By their very definition, miracles are the exception.

They are not manufactured on a heavenly assembly line and
driven off, thousands a day, to take the place of pedestrian norms.
Nor are they the norm of revival.

tapicoca root story grew from the
testimony of a youth among whom
the food was divided. Both Englund
and Mooneyham report that the
dramatic resurrection incident simply did not happen.

Timor during 1972 to investigate the
Tari stories. In most cases, she said,
Tari’s stories were not only unsubstantiated but repudiated, and further, a source of embarrassment to
the pastor and fellow youth evangelists.10 Her account parallels that of
W. Stanley Mooneyham, a Methodist
clergyman who wrote about the
“revival” on Timor.11
Englund told me the story behind
the turning of water into wine. “I
found,” she said, “that the story had
its beginning in an experience with
an old Animist woman, not even a
Christian, who, unobserved, poured
a liquid, which she said was water,
into a pot. She covered it and asked
the young evangelists to pray a
prayer over it, which she recited to
them. When they did so, she removed the cover and, lo, there was
wine! Draw your own conclusions,”
said Englund.12
And what of walking on water?
Team members told her that a light
revealed rocks under the surface on
which they were able to ford the
river. Natives not aware of the hidden ford may well have fallen in and
nearly drowned. The multiplied

Longview, Washington
Was millwright Allen Fruend
really without breath for not less
than 10 minutes while trapped in a
machine at Reynolds Aluminum, as
John Foreman reported? Was he
actually prayed back from the dead?
Did he even have a broken arm, skull
fractures, and three broken ribs, as
Foreman said “we had been told”?
With the assistance of Quentin
Qualley, then pastor of the Longview
Seventh-day Adventist Church, I
asked the millwright, Allen Fruend,
what really happened. Was he actually dead?
“Not in my opinion,” Fruend
responded.
Fruend also maintained that,
contrary to the article, he was given
artificial respiration, and thus was
not without breath for an extended
period. Did he have a broken arm
and a skull fracture? No.
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other than that of the transformed
life. John the Baptist, a “voice” crying
in the wilderness of his day, performed no miracles (John 10:41),
yet he was one of the greatest of the
prophets. Gods people of the last
day, his remnant, will be known not
so much for the miracles they perform as for the truth they preach
and live. Johns Revelation records
three characteristics of Gods lastday witnesses: They keep the commandments of God; they keep the
faith of Jesus; and they have the testimony of Jesus. Miracles are not
mentioned.
In Christ’s day, many people
desired signs from heaven to confirm their faith, but Jesus said,
“There shall no sign be given.. . but
the sign of the prophet Jonas” (Matt.
12:3, KJV). Then he began to quote
from the Word of God, the real test
of a movement’s source. Does it
square up with the Word of God?
What is its fruit? It is by the Word
that the charismatic movements of
our day must be evaluated, not by
asserted or actual miracles. Voices in
our day seeking to validate their
mission by crying “miracles, miracles” must be measured not by the
quality of their crying but by the
quality of their truth. Mistakes may
creep into any publication (yes, even
Perspective Digest), but make no mistake on this: Habitual hyperbole and
uncritical charisma do not bear the
stamp of Heaven.

Fruend was, however, seriously
injured, which led him to point out
another inaccuracy in the Voice
account. He was not, as the article,
says, up “three days after the accident, . . . walking around the halls,
and the doctors could not find a
thing wrong with him.”
“Completely misleading,” Fruend
snorts. “I was in intensive care for
one week, then moved to another
room for another week. My heart is
just now getting back to normal; the
muscle in my arm will never be 100
per cent all right again. I am still
bothered with pleurisy.”13
It surely would not have taken
much research on Foremans part to
improve the accuracy of his story.
And for the editor of the Voice to
print it without verification is inexcusable. Given this degree of sloppy
reporting, even on the details of Fruend’s injuries, I feel no pang of
remorse in confessing my inability
to accept the resurrection account.
Should the Lord decided to resurrect
someone from the dead this side of
his return, I suspect the trimmings
will rival the main event and stand
up under examination!
By their very definition, miracles
are the exception. They are not manufactured on a heavenly assembly
line and driven off, thousands a day,
to take the place of pedestrian
norms. Nor are they the norm of
revival. Many of the greatest revivals
of history have seen no miracle

19

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews University, 2004

7

Perspective Digest, Vol. 9 [2004], No. 4, Art. 9
Danville, before, during, or after the
Oral Roberts Revival held here in
Danville.. . .
“I believe the following figures
will answer your questions concerning the ten-day period that the Oral
Roberts campaign was in Danville.”14
Garrett’s letter concluded: “Our
Police Department records show
there has never been a 10-day period
when a single crime was not committed”. . . .
(Signed) “J. C. Garrett, Major
Chief of Police.”
Yes, even after writing this article,
I still believe in miracles. But with

Danville, Virginia
We stop, in conclusion, at the site
of our last homegrown miracle,
where all crime and accidents took a
holiday during the 10-day visit of the
Oral Roberts’ crusade, a miracle that
Danville’s Major Chief of Police, J. C.
Garrett, was said to have generously
“credited” to the crusade’s influence.
In my possession is his letter in
response to my query:
“In answer to your letter. . . I
would like to say first of all that I
have never made a statement to Mr.
Roberts or anyone else regarding
crime conditions in the city of

D A N V I L L E
O ffenses

F> o

L I C E

R E C O R

O ffenses

Total Persons A rrested

D

Total Persons A rrested

Aggravated Assault

3

Fail to Yield Right of Way

5

Other Assaults

4

Pass Red Light

3

Larceny-Theft

4

Speeding

3

Embezzlement and Fraud

1

Improper Passing

1

Weapons, Carrying, Possessing, etc. 1

No City Strip

1

Offenses Against Family

No Operator’s License

4

Improper Muffler

1

Hit and Run

2

Follow Too Close

2

Misc. Traffic Offenses

1

and Children
Liquor Laws
Drunkenness
Disorderly Conduct

13

2
43
9

Driving While Intoxicated

3

All Other Offenses, Trespass,

Reckless Driving

7

AWOL, etc.
Total

9
122
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“The Bible teaches that Satan has power to reorder

physical elements and thus produce ‘m iraclesO nly God can
change lives redemptively. This, then, becomes the acid test of
God's presence in a movement

Stanley Mooneyham, I believe that
“the greatest evidence that a work
has been done by Gods Spirit is
found in redeemed lives, not restructured molecules. The Bible
teaches that Satan has power to
reorder physical elements and thus
produce ‘miracles.’ Only God can
change lives redemptively. This,
then, becomes the acid test of God’s
presence in a movement.
“And for people with a mature
faith who don’t have to seek after a
sign, this ought to be enough.”15 □

4 Lewis, p. 201.
5 Cliff Dudley, Like a Mighty Wind (Carol
Stream, 111.: Creation House, 1971).
6 John Foreman, “A Life Loved Back,” Full
Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship Voice, Vol.
XX (Oct. 1972), pp. 26, 27.
7 George E. Fisher, “No Crime for 10
Days,” Abundant Life (Sept. 1956), p. 15.
8 Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopedia
(Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publ.
Assn., 1956), p. 506.
9 Letter from Alvin M. Bartlett, liaison
secretary for the Indonesian Union, to D. S.
Johnson, associate secretary of the General
Conference o f Seventh-day Adventists, May
9, 1957.
10 From a telephone conversation with
Dr. Englund during January 1973.
11 W. Stanley Mooneyham, “Revival and
Miracles: What About Indonesia?” an Associated Church Press release, 1972.
12 Telephone conversation with Dr.
Englund, op. cit.
13 Letter from Allen Fruend to Pastor
Qualley, January 28, 1973.
14 Letter written to Davis A. Thomas.
15 Mooneyham, op. cit.
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